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Eye to Eye

Message from the Director:

It is a pleasure to present our Fall, 2009 issue. As always, it is packed with
pictures and information about our activities. | especially enjoy the photos and hope you do too. O
volunteers, our supporters, and some of the children that we help make photogenic subjects. The
personal stories that go with the photos are examples of what goes on here all the time.

|l tds also a pleasure to highlight our newest
York and trained in elite institutions, we are lucky she has adopted Buffalo as her home. She brings
additional and dramatic expertise to the Ross. | am very proud to have her with us.

Finally, a special thank you to the Vision Beyond Sight Foundation and all the Lions helping
us to match our challenge grant from LCIF and a special plea to help us with our last few thousand
dollars to reach our goal.

Please enjoy this issue.
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www.visionbeyondsightfoundation.org

Can We Reach Our Goal?
Thank You Lions Clubs for Your Extraordinary Support!

Once again, the Lions Clubs of Western New York have answered the call. Since April, various Lions Clubs have made dona-
tions or pledges totaling over $20,000 to the Vision Beyond Sight Foundation (VBSF). This generosity was stimulated by the
$75,000 matching funds grant challenge from Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF).

Hereds just a few examples of recent i mpressive donati ons:

While touring the Ross Eye Institute, the Barker Lions Club donated a $1,000 and issued a challenge to other Lions Clubs.

After hearing Ross Eye Institutebés Dr. Jack Sullivan speak
check to the VBSF.

The Lancaster Lions Club recently voted to donate $4,000, the highest single donation of the year. This is in addition &irth
$1,000 donation made in June.

At the Vision Beyond Sight Foundation membership meeting, the Little Valley Lions Club presented the proceeds of the Little

Valley 5-k run, over $1,300.

A donation of $2,000 was received from the Newfane Lions Club.

At their installation dinner, the Town of Niagara Lions Club presented VBSF with an oversized check in the amount of $3,000.
That same evening, individual members from that club gave personal donations totaling $600.

The West Seneca Lions Club donated $1,500.

Several other Lions Clubs, too numerous to list here, also donated generously and each contribution is sincerely appreciated.

The LCIF grant, and the funds it matches, will be used to purchase equipment and upgrade technology in the Lions Diagnostic
Imaging Center at the Ira Ross Eye Institute. However, the terms of the LCIF grant require that the remaining amount for

this Technology Improvement Projedte raised before any of the $75,000 is released. The good news is that only about $15,000
more needs to be raised before the funds can be released.

But that last $15,000 can be the toughest.

To help reach our goal, a campaign to raise the remaining funds from individual donors was started. People like you and your
friends are asked to donate to the Vision Beyond Sight Foundation. Why? Any monies received from any individual will also
go toward the Technology Improvement Projecit the Ross Eye Institute and will still count toward the matching funds grant.
You need not be a Lions Club member to participate. And, as a special bonus for a limited time, anyone who gives at least
$25.00 will receive the handsome newAminted VBSF lapel pin upon request.

The Technology Improvement Projegiroceeds will help purchase new statef-the-art equipment and a system for odine
medical records. But the real goal is to help people. Ultimately the project helps peopl®ur neighbors and those in need
through the detection, treatment and research of visiomelated problems at the Ross Eye Institute.

Letdés not | et this opportunity slip through our hands.

Wedre al most there, but frankly, we do ne-deductifl®©diitiontethelp t o r €
release an additional $75,000 for technology upgrades at the Lions Diagnostic Imaging Center? As your circumstances permit,
please send your gift payable to:

Vision Beyond Sight Foundation, Inc. P.O. Box 524 Lancaster, NY 14089.

Want more details? A speaker? A tour? Contact Lion Rick Jachimiak at (716) 658795.



Lions SEE, Inc.
Screening Eyes Early

To date Lions from across New York

State have screened over 9,000 chil-

dren. There are many more out there

that need to be scree
help us to help the children?

Lions In Action:

If your Lions Club is interested in
getting started in this
program, please call:
Lion Jennifer Butkowski
Program Administrator
at (716) 881 - 7915

A child goes blind in our world every minute, 1,440 a
day; 525,600 a year. One in 20 preschool aged children
has a vision problem, which means 5% of our preschool-
ers have a problem. Vision plays a critical role in de-
velopment during the first 3 years of life. Children use
their sight to strengthen motor functions, establish

parent - child bonding, build picture perception and gain their
Testimonial: balance. Unless the child shows visible symptoms, most

parents or caregivers do not know a problem exists. Even
St Catharine Early Education Center children who can communicate may not give a clue. They
Blauvelt, NY believe they see exactly the same way. That is why we are
screening for visual problems such as: Amblyopia

Letter from:

Dear Lion Butkowski,

Thank you very much for providing us with Early detection and treatment before the age of 3 can lead

your valuable vision Screening service. As to a 95% recovery of vision. Childhood blindness is often
a result of your vision screening and the an avoidable tragedy that impacts the child, family, com-
evaluation of an eye care professional, it munity and society. Lions know how to prevent this.

was discovered that glasses were needed

for one of our preschoolers. VISION SCREENING!!

Once again, thank you for such a valuable
service your organization provided to St.
Catharine Early Education Center.

Sincerely,

Barbara Feeney
Director




